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AB 158, as amended, Bermudez. Voter registration deadlines..
Existing law requires a county elections official who receives an

affidavit of registration in which the affiant fails to identify his or her
state of birth to apply a rebuttable presumption that the affiant was
born in a state or territory of the United States if the birthplace of the
affiant is shown as “United States” or “U.S.A.”

This bill would provide that the term “U.S.” shall also give rise to a
rebuttable presumption that the affiant was born in a state or territory
of the United States.

Under existing law, a citizen may not be registered as a voter except
by affidavit of registration. Existing law requires that the affidavit be
mailed or delivered to the county elections official. Existing law
provides that a properly executed registration is deemed effective
upon receipt of the affidavit by the county elections official no later
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than the 15th day prior to an election, unless specified circumstances
apply.

This bill would authorize any citizen to register to vote at the office
of the county elections official at any time beginning on the 14th day
prior to the election and ending on the seventh day prior to election
day.

The bill would impose a state-mandated local program by reducing
existing voter registration deadlines, thereby requiring a higher level
of service from local election officials.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these
statutory provisions.

Vote:   majority. Appropriation:   no. Fiscal committee:    yes no.
State-mandated local program:    yes no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1.  Section 2107 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

SECTION 1.  Section 2154 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

2154.  In the event that the county elections official receives
an affidavit of registration that does not include portions of the
information for which space is provided, the county elections
official voters shall apply the following rebuttable presumptions:

(a)  If no middle name or initial is shown, it shall be presumed
that none exists.

(b)  If no party affiliation is shown, it shall be presumed that
the affiant has no party affiliation.

(c)  If no execution date is shown, it shall be presumed that the
affidavit was executed on or before the 15th day prior to the
election, provided that (1) the affidavit is received by the county
elections official on or before the 15th day prior to the election,
or (2) the affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior
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to the election and received by mail by the county elections
official.

(d)  If the affiant fails to identify his or her state of birth within
the United States, it shall be presumed that the affiant was born
in a state or territory of the United States if the birthplace of the
affiant is shown as “United States,” “U.S.A.,” “U.S.,” or other
recognizable term designating the United States.

2107.  (a)  Except as provided in subdivision (b), the county
elections official shall accept affidavits of registration at all times
except during the 14 days immediately preceding any election,
when registration shall cease for that election as to electors
residing in the territory within which the election is to be held.
Transfers of registration for an election may be made from one
precinct to another precinct in the same county at any time when
registration is in progress in the precinct to which the elector
seeks to transfer.

(b)  The county elections official shall accept an affidavit of
registration executed as part of a voter registration card in the
forthcoming election if the affidavit is executed on or before the
15th day prior to the election, and if any of the following apply:

(1)  The affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior
to the election and received by mail by the county elections
official.

(2)  The affidavit is submitted to the Department of Motor
Vehicles or accepted by any other public agency designated as a
voter registration agency pursuant to the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973gg) prior to the
election.

(3)  The affidavit is delivered to the county elections official by
means other than those described in paragraphs (2) and (3) on or
before the 15th day prior to the election.

(c)  Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), any citizen is
eligible to register to vote at the office of the county elections
official at any time beginning on the 14th day before an election
and ending on the seventh day prior to election day.

SEC. 2.  If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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